PART 9
MISSIONS MOBILIZATION

The Adinkra symbol “ANANSE NTONTAN” simply means
“SPIDER’S WEB” and signifies wisdom and creativity.

Off Tamale Kumasi Road, Tamale, Ghana
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Phone: +233 20 998 8386
Mobile: +233 50 163 6979
Website: www.radach.org

Welcome to Radach Lodge
Radach Lodge and Conference Centre is Tamale’s premier conference destination.
With 72 rooms, 6 conference rooms, a huge 1500 seater auditorium and 1 one
bedroom apartment. Radach is one of the largest hotels in the city. The hotel also has
five dormitories that can accommodate up to 150 people, a feature that is extremely
popular with church groups. Also, on site is a basketball court, mini football pitch and
a children’s playground.
Located just at Lameshegu off the Tamale Kumasi Road the Lodge is only 5 minutes
from the centre of Tamale with its central market, main bus termini and Central
Mosque. Back on site, there is a cafeteria, a la carte restaurant and a garden that is
ideal for open-air events. The Radach Lodge and Conference Centre ideal for business,
ideal for pleasure.
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HOW INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS CAN BE
INVOLVED IN MISSIONS
Diana Akpene Marfo

‘If Jesus Christ is God and died for me; then no sacrifice can be
too great for me to make for Him’. (C. T. Studd).
Understanding Missions

I

n Matthew 28:18-20, the Lord Jesus Christ,
in His last words to His disciples before He
ascended into Heaven was for them to go
and make disciples of all nations…This is what
is referred to as’ The Great Commission’. The
urgency to obey this command is equally relevant
today as it was during the time it was given to
them. There are no alternate ways around it. It
is either you are responding to this command by
obeying it or you are not.
Let us take time to understand a few terminologies:

• MISSIO DEI
Mission Dei is God’s mission, that is, God’s selfrevelation as the One who loves the world, God’s
involvement in and with the world, the nature and
activity of God, which embraces both the church
and the world, and in which the church is privileged
to participate (Bosch, 2011).

• MISSION
Mission is the loving work of God to bring
humankind to Himself as the Church. It is,
therefore, God’s overall plan for the redemption
of humankind and for the world itself at every
level. Missions involve any activity Christians are
involved in for world evangelization (Bosch, 2011).
From the simple definition of missions, as has been
stated above, missions can be understood as any
activity that humans are involved with to obey the
Great Commission for God to be glorified among
all people groups.
In the Great Commission, Jesus commands us to
go into all nations. By this implication, we are to
be world Christians. David Bryant outlines that to
become a world Christian;

1.You need to catch a vision: To catch a
vision is to see God’s worldwide purpose in
Christ (John 3:16, 1 Timothy 2:1-4, Luke 4: 18,
Matthew 1: 21). It also means to see a world full
of possibilities through Christ which deals with
beginning to see a world full of people without
Christ; your world-sized part with Christ.
2.You need to keep a world vision: Be a world
Christian; Join with other world Christians;
Plan to obey the vision.
3.You need to obey a world vision: Obey as
you regularly build your vision; obey as you
reach out directly in love; obey as you give your
vision to other Christians; obey as you pray
your vision back to God.
A good examination of the life of Christ reveals
that He did not only meet the spiritual needs of
the people but He also met their Physical and
material needs ( Luke 4: 18-19). Practically, there
are varying roles we are to play as coworkers in the
mission of God. FIND YOUR ROLE!
PRAY! GIVE! GO!
The key areas all believers are called to partake in
the work of mission can be summed up in these
three areas; Pray, give, go.
PRAY: Matthew 9:38 “Pray to the owner of the
harvest that He will send out workers to gather in
His harvest”. The role you may be called to play
in the missions harvest field would be to focus
mainly on prayer. Praying for the Lord to send out
workers into His harvest. The question is will you
remain faithful in this role? In a story told,
a missionary and his wife changed the myopic
view of some young men into a global world view
through a prayer meeting that was referred to as
“The Hour That Changed The World”. During
this meeting, the map of the world was brought and
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the issues happening around the various nations
were highlighted and prayed for. It is reported that
the prayer was interesting because the missionaries
would take time to search on the news for things
happening around the world and this would
become the topic for prayer. It impacted the young
men who were involved and currently, each of
them is serving in differing ways in the missions
calling. Do not take your role to pray for granted,
it is changing the lives of people around the world.
May your prayers shift from focusing all the time
on your personal needs to that of the Lord sending
more labourers into His harvest. Your role to pray is
so much needed today than ever. Will you remain
faithful in this?
GIVE: The Gospel is not only for the mind and
spirit but also for the body. In Romans 15: 18-19,
Paul stated that he fully preached the Gospel in
words and deed. Preaching of the Gospel should
be backed by a genuine concern for the plight of
the people we preach to. James 2:18 sums it all up:
Show me your faith without works, and I by my
works will show you my faith. This explains why
taking seriously and playing your role of giving
is undoubtedly very crucial in missions. Play this
role faithfully by giving cheerfully your finances
and other gifts in kind. Many areas around the
world have experienced wars that have left them in
deplorable states. Many are running to seek help
from places where their soul would be sold out into
perpetual torment because you are yet to respond
to understand that finding and playing your role of
giving will snatch them from selling their souls into
eternal damnation. Do not relent! Find and play
your role today!
GO: This has to do with responding to be on the
field in person; to reach out directly in love. It also
means directly proclaiming Christ Jesus in the
power of the Holy Spirit, that men shall come to put
their trust in God through Him, to accept Him as
their Saviour and Lord, and serve Him as their King
in the Fellowship of the church. Romans 10: 14
puts it this way: “ How then shall they call on Him
in whom they have not believed? And how shall
they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?
And how shall they hear without a preacher? If you
refuse to ‘Go’, then people will not be able to call on
the name of the Lord for salvation. “This generation
of Christians is responsible for this generation of
souls on the earth” (Keith Green).
Many reasons including geographic barriers,

linguistic barriers, political barriers, cultural
barriers, and many more, inhibit responding to the
call to ‘GO’. Nevertheless, today, the Lord is calling
you to respond to this role with urgency in your
heart. Will You Respond And Remain Faithful
In This Role?
In addition to the challenge for individual
Christians to respond to the call to pray, give
and go, churches should nurture, and encourage
individuals who will play these roles in the
advancement of mission. One of the core mandates
of the church is to “send” which involves believers
going to areas with the greatest need, giving to
support those who are going and for meeting felt
needs, and to pray to the Lord of the harvest to
bring in the “increase” (1 Corinthians 3: 6).

Serving with your Profession
There should a paradigm shift from seeing your
profession as a means of making money for
sustaining yourself and your family to seeing it
as an opportunity to bring God glory among the
nations. This simply is referred to as ‘marketplace
ministry’. “And He died for all, that those who live
should live no longer for themselves, but for Him
who died for them and rose again” (2 Corinthians
2:15). Whatever your involvement or career,
bringing God glory must be your utmost desire.
“One effect of this was to give workers in all
trade genuine equality before God and genuine
importance in the life of the community. No menial
work was in itself beneath the dignity of prophet,
priest, or king. God chose an obscure shepherd boy
as king and an unheralded carpenter as Messiah”
Paul S. Minear. Martin Luther King puts it this
way: “Our whole life should be nothing but praise
to God. Even if the Lord would return tomorrow,
I would still plant a sapling today”. Work is a call
of God upon an individual’s life. It becomes the
sphere through which a Christian serves Christ and
His kingdom. It is the occupation - the principal
business of one’s life - through which one occupies
territory or a sphere of influence (Luke 19:13) for
Jesus Christ.
Three things are required to connect our work to
the kingdom of God: being motivated by Christ,
using the methods of Christ, and having the mind
of Christ. First, our work must be motivated by
Christ. We are to serve him because he first served
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us. We are to love others because he first loved us.
Our occupation to serve Christ and his kingdom
stems from a thankful heart for who God is, for
the free grace that he has given, and because he
is working in the world to advance his kingdom.
It’s not enough simply to be motivated by Christ.
Our methods should also reflect his methods.
Sometimes one might think that this means we are
just to do what we do professionally, while it is good
to do excellent and professional work, we can do the
wrong things professionally. As Francis Schaeffer
has said, “We are to do the Lord’s work in the Lord’s
way, and not the Lord’s work in the world’s way.”
We need to do the right things well. Third, we are
to have the mind of Christ to establish the context
for our work. Paul has reminded us to “take captive
every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Cor.
10:5). This means more than bringing all of our
religious or ethical thoughts captive to Christ. We
are to bring all thoughts captive to Christ. Our work
is to be done within the moral and metaphysical
framework of a biblical worldview, within the
context of the kingdom of God.
You may be a petty trader, a student, an IT
specialist, a carpenter, an engineer, a healthcare
provider, a teacher, an agriculturist, a florist, a
beautician, a tailor, a carpenter, and many more.
Never underestimate the power of Christ to use
your profession as the’ boat’ that He sits in to reach
out to others with His love and salvation. Seek out
opportunities to serve in a missions agency and
wherever you find yourself (Miller, 2002). Will
You Play This Role Faithfully?.

‘Welcoming”
‘Behaving in a polite or friendly way to a guest or
new arrival’, and this context, welcoming them
in Ghana. In Matthew 25:35-41, emphasizing on
verse 38, the Lord Jesus Christ admonishes us to be
polite and welcome strangers. Currently, in Ghana,
this need is inevitable. Many foreign nationals are
trooping into the University campuses to study.
Examples of such include Nigerian students,
Chinese students, students from Ivory Coast, etc.
Many are seeking to come in. At the University of
Ghana, international students from California come
in almost every academic year. Personally, after a
missions trip to the Central African Republic, most
of the university students we encountered later
got in touch with me to make inquiries for them
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at the university because they wanted to come and
start all their degree all over again in Ghana or to
do a professional course or to learn the English
Language. Similarly, the people who hosted us on
one of such mission trips in Togo, messaged me to
make inquiries about a sports (football) academy
in Ghana for her twenty(20) year old nephew who
wished to come to Ghana to study so badly. The list
is unending.
Instead of spending so much money to travel to
the various countries to reach out to them, the
mission field has now come to Ghana, right
where we are. Will you find and respond to
this role?

CONCLUSION: The invitation to find your role
lingers. Find your role ‘to Pray’, find your role ‘to
Give’, and find your role ‘to GO’. Serve with your
profession and welcome the strangers in our midst
by showing them God’s love and proclaiming
Christ to them. Do not relent! Tomorrow might
be too late. We are coworkers in fulfilling one
purpose when we find and perform our roles with
all diligence. DO SO NOW! MAY WHAT BREAKS
THE LORD’S HEART BE THAT WHICH BREAKS
YOUR HEART.
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God’s Time for Ghana, Our Time to Invest
- Mentoring the Next Generation of
Missionaries
Roland Grenier

S

everal years ago, I had the privilege of getting
to know Richess, a young lady who serves
with Operation Serve, a ministry of Excellent Youth Outreach, here in Ghana. I met Richess, for the first time, at a national mission’s event
where my wife and I were mobilizing students for
long-term service. After a short time of interaction, she, in her passionate way, asked me, “Uncle Roland, when can I come over to visit you and
Mama Cristina? I want to talk to you more about
missions.” We quickly set a time for the following
week when she came to our home in Tema. Again,
after a short time of introductions, sharing with
her about where we were from and briefly about
our family, she asked her first question, “What has
been the most exciting thing you have ever done as
a missionary?”

challenged to take big steps of faith of their own. I
also sense in my spirit that they too want the privilege to serve, to suffer and even die for the sake of
the Gospel. We, as those who have gone before,
need to be bold like the Apostle Paul when he said,
“Whatever you have learned or received or heard
from me or seen in me—put it into practice. And
the God of peace will be with you” (Phil. 4:9 ESV).
We as Church and mission leaders need to set the
care and ‘mentorship’ of these young people on our
priority lists; doing our part in walking with them
into spiritual maturity and then on to where God is
calling them.

It was in1986 when my wife Cristina and I became
Christians, surrendering our lives to the Lord Jesus
Christ. Until that time, we had never entered an
Evangelical Church and we never remember even
hearing a clear presentation of the Gospel. But
I didn’t have to think very long as I shared the story
through the testimony of my brother, who had been
of the privilege I had in presenting a small baby boy
converted several years before and
to the Lord, maybe the first ever, of
the privilege I had in
the reading of the Bible on our
a family from an unreached peoown in search of truth, the Holy
ple group in Central Africa; the presenting a small baby
brought us both to our knees
joy of reaching the unreached and
boy to the Lord, maybe Spirit
in the privacy of our home in Canpresenting them before the throne
of Jesus. Young Richess seemed to the first ever, of a family ada. As we embraced the truth in
the Word of God and experienced
hang on every word. The rest of
from an unreached
the joy of our new lives in Christ,
the afternoon was filled with more
our only desire was to know Him
stories, questions, answers, and fi- people group in Central
more, to obey His commands and
nally Cristina and I prayed for her.
Africa; the joy of
Him. For the next months,
Since that day, we have had many
reaching the unreached please
the Word of God became our pasyoung Ghanaian men and women
and presenting them
sion: reading, studying, and memapproach us with the same pasorizing. Then, the Lord gave us
sion and desire to hear and learn
before the throne of
Pastor Wayne from a local Baptist
from our experiences and to learn
Jesus.
Church.
about what God is doing around
The Monday morning after visiting his Church for
the world today.
the first time, he was at our door, offering to be there
We are convinced that God is on the move in Africa,
if we wanted to talk, and later inviting us to join a
God is on the move here in Ghana; young people
Bible study with several other young couples who
seem desperate to learn from those who have gone
had recently joined the Church as well. We jumped
before them and they want to be encouraged and
at the chance to study God’s word. Pastor Wayne
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decided to walk us through the Gospel of Matthew,
and we would get together once a week to study, ask
questions and pray. Pastor Wayne was always careful
not to just feed us the answers, but to allow the Holy
Spirit to teach us, challenge us and guide us. After
about 6 months of studying who Jesus the Messiah
was, His parables, His teachings and the miracles He
did, we got to Matthew 24:14, “And this Gospel of the
Kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end
will come.” Wow, this was the first time we had ever
considered the nations, and how we had to go and
tell them; we were part of God’s plan to go and tell,
and then the end would come! We, along with one
other couple, started to pray and dream together. He
was a local police officer and I was a social worker;
We knew God was speaking to us but what were we
to do?
About 4 weeks later, our study landed in Matthew
28:18-20, where we read, And Jesus came and said
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me, Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I
am with you always to the end of the age.” We had our
answer. Cristina and I had only been saved for about
a year when we excitedly told the pastor that we
were going to quit our jobs and go into missions. To
be honest, we really did not know what ‘going into
missions’ really meant, but we knew we couldn’t just
remain the same while so many were dying without
Christ. Pastor Wayne had been walking with us for
about a year, he had been observing how the Holy
Spirit had been preparing us and he knew that the
Lord was in it. As our first ‘mission mentor,’ we now
see how Pastor
Wayne invested
We as Church and
us, he taught
mission leaders need in
us, prayed with
to set the care and
us, and trusted
‘mentorship’ of these that the Holy
Spirit
would
young people on our guide us into
truth and help
priority lists; doing
us to take steps
our part in walking
of obedience to
with them into
His Word. After
spiritual maturity and talking with the
Church leaderthen on to where God ship, he became
a champion for
is calling them.

119

us before the Church, as he led them to pray and
support us. Several months later, they laid their
hands on us and send us out as their missionaries.
After 2 years of serving the Lord on our first mission
assignment, sharing Christ and ministering among
the poor and children in crisis in one of Canada’s major cities, we were now convinced that there was no
turning back. Pastor Jim, from the local Church that
we were attending, knew it as well, and one day he
called me aside and said, “Brother, God has a call on
your life, you need to get some Bible School Training.” Although the thought excited me, I quickly
responded,
I quickly responded, “But “But Pastor
Jim,
Pastor Jim, we have 3
we have 3
small children and no
small chilmoney, how can I go back dren and
no money,
to school?” He quickly,
how can I
but gently rebuked me
go back to
saying, “brother, you are s c h o o l ? ”
He quickly,
the one who always talks but gently
about trusting God, well r e b u k e d
me saying,
trust Him now, He will
“ b r o t h e r,
provide.”
you are the
one who always talks about trusting God, well trust Him now,
He will provide.” I remembered the words of Paul
in Philippians 4:19, “And my God will supply every
need of yours according to His riches in glory in Christ
Jesus.”
As Pastor Jim was for us, God calls us also to prayerfully identify and to be part of confirming the call of
God on the lives of those He puts into our care. For
the following years of training, Pastor Jim continued
to walk with us, encouraging us, and challenged us
to be faithful to that call. He also, like Pastor Wayne,
championed us before the rest of the church, encouraging them to pray and support us in our future
ministry.
Those years at Bible School were wonderful; studying God’s Word, getting to know the many people
God brought into our lives such as professors, international students, but the best were the missionaries
who would come to spend time with us on the campus. There was one of them who quickly became our
favourite, brother Wilf; he was a WEC missionary,
already in his seventies, who had served the Lord as
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a worker in Colombia and the jungles of Venezuela
for over 30 years. During those years he had suffered
much persecution, having been taken hostage by a
guerrilla group, having Churches and Bibles burned,
mocked, and insulted. By the way he told his stories,
you could tell that he, like Jesus in Hebrews 12:2, joyfully spent these years in selfless preaching, teaching,
and planting small churches. Although brother Wilf
never had the privilege of seeing much of the fruit
that we see in the Colombian Church today, God
had given him a vision of thousands of Colombian
missionaries being sent out around the world.

first one to begin financially supporting us and was
committed to regularly getting together with others
to pray for us. He continued his commitment to us
until the day that the Lord took him home.
I could go on, honouring the many people that the
Lord has used in our lives as ‘mentors for a certain
season.’ Men and women that we have looked up to
as our ‘heroes of the faith,’ or those who have prayed
and encouraged us, or those courageous ones who
were brave enough to speak hard words into our
lives or just give us a ‘kick in the pants,’ pushing us to
continue on faithfully with what the Lord had called
us to do. But in my reflection of these many people,
especially Pastors Wayne and Jim and brother Wilf
that God used to walk with us, patiently mentoring
us over the years, I am led to think of those that the
Lord has also placed into our care.

Well, the first day we invited him to our home for an
afternoon, he knew he had just laid eyes on his first
fruit; Mama Cristina was a Colombian. He spent the
rest of the afternoon telling us stories from his many
years in Colombia. We began to share with him that,
we felt the Lord was leading us to work with Betel,
During our 20 years of ministry in Equatorial Guina ministry of WEC International, to reach the drug
ea, we had hundreds of students come through our
addicts on the streets of Spain. By the smile on his
Bible School. We spent hundreds of hours training
face, we could see that he was humoured by our idea,
them: teaching, praying, evangelizing alongside
but boldly expressed that he felt the Lord was callworking, chapels, retreats. I could go on and on, but
ing us to work in Equatorial Guinea. We had no idea
really what did they learn from us? For many years
even where Equatorial Guinea was, but he assured us
we lived alongside our students and all of them,
that he would be praying for and that the Lord would
through the years, spent time in our home, eating
take us to that small Spanish speaking country on
together, doing devotions together and just enjoythe west-coast of Africa. We also respectfully smiled
ing good fellowship. Without asking any questions,
and listened as he shared his vision with us. To our
we knew that they were watching
surprise, only a few years later,
how we, the Missionaries did our
after joining WEC and having
devotions, interacted with our
spent just one year in Spain, we
We need to stop just
children and even how we ate our
were once again packing our
discussing why the
bags, with our three small chilmeals together. On our last visit to
dren, and on our way to Equato- Church in Africa has been Equatorial Guinea, we were invited
rial Guinea. Wilf was a humble,
have a meal together with one
so slow in sending out to
godly, self-sacrificing man in
of our former students who was a
workers up until now
the ministry that the Lord had
pastor in a local Church. We sat all
sent him to, but he also was a
together at the table, and before we
and open our eyes to
man that took seriously the inate, they reached out to take our
the reality that God is at hands so we would pray together.
vestment into the lives of those
that the Lord had given him to
work in Africa, He is at Cristina and I both looked at each
mentor. Although Wilf lived
other and smiled. They later told
work in Ghana
thousands of miles from us, he
us stories of things that they obalways kept in contact, calling,
served from us and later adopted
writing letters and visiting when
into their own family as ‘new trahe could. He never discouraged us from moving on
ditions.’ We realized again that the young people are
watching, but are we making ourselves available to
to Spain, but he never stopped talking about Equatobe seen?
rial Guinea and praying for us to go. On the prayers
and vision of this old saint, we were carried from
An important point that we learned from men like
Canada to Spain and on to Equatorial Guinea, where
Pastors Wayne and Jim and brother Wilf is that, we
we spent 20 years of fruitful ministry. When it was
as mentors’ of the next generation of workers to the
time for us to first leave Canada, Wilf was also the
nations, need to intentionally invest in the young
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people that the Lord leads to us. We need to trust
the Holy Spirit, through deep study of His Word, to
guide them into truth and obedience. Let the Holy
Spirit, as well, speak through us in guiding and confirming their calls. We need to walk with them into
spiritual maturity, praying with them about the nations and being available to help discover where God
is leading them. We also need to believe in them and
be champions for them before their families, friends
and Churches, helping them to build up a team that
will continue to pray and support them to fulfill the
call that God has put on their lives.
Today, we, as Church and mission leaders, stand at
the threshold of a movement of God in sending out
thousands of workers from Ghana to the nations. We
need to stop just discussing why the Church in Africa has been so slow in sending out workers up until
now and open our eyes to the reality that God is at
work in Africa, He is at work in Ghana. Now is the
time! We need to open our hearts and lives to the
army of young people that are out there needing us
to invest in them, pray with them, guide them, and
believe in them. We need to be there to champion
them before their Churches and be willing to support them personally. And, when we as the Church
in Ghana, invest, send and support workers being
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sent, “my God will supply every need of you (you at
the home front and our workers going out) according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our God
and Father be glory for ever and ever.” (Philippians
4:19, 20 ESV)

Roland Grenier, along with his wife Cristina are the
directors for ACTS 13 Africa.
Roland is originally from Canada
and Cristina is from Colombia.
They have been serving the Lord
in the Africa region since 1994
where they spent 20 years in
Equatorial Guinea involved in
leadership development. They
are presently based in Ghana
where they lead ACTS 13, a ministry which partners
with local Churches and likeminded missions,
throughout the Sub-Sahara region, in the sending
out of their workers to the unreached around the
world. Roland and Cristina have 3 children and 5
grandchildren. Email: acts13africa@gmail.com
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MOBILIZING YOUNG LEADERS FOR
MARKET PLACE MINISTRY
Yaw Perbi

T

here is a strong intersection between
marketplace people and the youth. They are
the youngest, the strongest, and have the
largest demography in our workforce. From John
4:3, missiological principles can be derived.
The first principle is that, just as food is for
everybody, the mission of God is for every
Christian. The marketplace people constitute 99%
of Christians. Mission is everybody's business
and we must all get involved in any capacity we
find ourselves and wherever we are located. If we
continue to think about a missionary as what has
been thought of for the last 200 years, especially
with the Western dominance of missions, we will
miss God's moment because the call God has given
us now is for every Christian to be missional. One
may be a doctor, but must be a missional doctor, a
teacher must be a missional teacher and a farmer
must be a missional farmer, and not necessarily
having a title of a missionary.
Secondly, the mission is to the Father first and not
to the nations, not to anyone but first to the Father.
We need to watch out for what the Father is doing.
The third principle is that mission to the nations is
not unidirectional. There is Ghana to the nations
in terms of leaving Ghana, but there is also Ghana
to the nations in terms of Ghana receiving the
nations.

Christians today? What nourishes our youth today?
What satisfies them? What energizes them? What
do they eat? What do we eat or better still, what
eats us?
The thing that eats us is the thing we are most
concerned about most. The fact that 99% of
Christians are not professional missionaries or
vocational ministers tells that the church needs
to make sure that this 99% also come to a place
where their food is to do the will of Him who sent
us all and to finish his work. We are incredibly
mistaken if we think that the 1% apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers will finish the
great commission. No! It is going to take all of us
(100%), but especially the 99%. God gave us the
1% to equip the 99% saints in the marketplace,
including young people for the work of the Lord, to
do the will of Him who has called us and to finish
his work. The 1% exists to support the ministry
of the 99%, to catalyze the ministry of the 99%, to
envision the 99%, to empower the 99% until we
all attain the unity of the faith and the knowledge
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.
We have Christ. We are a Royal priesthood. This is
the priesthood of all believers and if I may add, we
are not all called to be missionaries but we are all
called to be missional.

From John 4:34-36, Jesus said, “My food is to
do the will of him who sent me and to finish his
work…”

The marketplace is so key. One of the reasons is
that not everyone will go to church, but everyone
goes to work. Not everyone will go to church or
a temple, but everyone goes to the marketplace,
whether it is education, politics, government,
law, sports, entertainment, everyone goes to the
marketplace. That is why marketplace leaders
should be central in our envisioning and our
mobilization.

The question is, what nourishes our marketplace

When we look throughout the book of Acts, we

The 99% of Christians fall in the category of
the marketplace people and they have to be
encouraged, envisioned, empowered, and be made
not to feel like second rate citizens of the kingdom.
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see that in the early church, the 12 and the 120
were in the upper room, we can call them the 1%
missionaries. However, when the Holy Spirit came
on them, they spoke the message and it was the
crowd that had gathered in Jerusalem from every
nation under heaven who sent the message back
to the nations. In Acts 8, when the persecution
started, it was 99%. who scattered. The Bible says
those who were scattered preached the word
wherever they went, Acts 8:4.
The 1% Peter and co were still back in Jerusalem.
It was later that revival broke out in Samaria,
and Peter was asked to come and see what was
happening in Samaria.
We find people like Saul and Barnabas being
specially commissioned as missionaries in Acts 13.
The church needs more, not less vocational
missionaries. We ought to see the 1% as
arrowheads, knife edges, and catalysts to mobilize
the 99% to make our food, to do the will of God,
and to finish his work.
We must repent of getting fulfillment out of doing
the work ourselves and rather learn to receive
fulfillment and satisfaction out of empowering
others, to do the work of Him who has called us
and sent us all out.
Mission is to the Father. That is what Jesus says.
Our mission is not to the nations. Our mission is
to see what the Father is doing and to do the will
of Him who sent us and to finish his work (John
20:21). Jesus says that, as the Father has sent me,
so I send you. The ministry we have entered is
the ministry of Jesus Christ, the Son to the Father
through the Spirit for the sake of the church, and
the world.
In our world today, as we respond to Ghana to the
Nations in the mission of God, we have to do a
smart mission because everything is smart. Now,
we have smartphones, smartwatches, smart cars,
and all of that. The smart thing to do is to look at
the waves that God is creating and to serve those
waves. That is how Jesus did it Himself. The bible
says, the Son can do nothing of his own accord,
only what he sees the Father doing (John 5:19).
Let us look at what God is doing. What is God
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doing with Christians in Ghana these days? What is
God doing Christians in West Africa?
If we look at what God is doing and we ride in His
wave, we will be amazed how God will flood the
nations from Ghana to the nations.
What are some of the patterns? What are some of
the things we see God doing now? T.V Thomas
mentions polycentric mission, that is, mission is
not from the West to the rest, but God's people
everywhere, spreading the gospel everywhere, and
Ghana is included. One of the key patterns we are
seeing in the world right now is the movement of
people. There are more people on the move now
in the world than ever before in the history of the
world. It is almost 300 million people from 2017
statistics.
People are moving as a result of a crisis or for work
or school, people are on the move, Ghanaians are
on the move and the people on the move are one of
Ghana's greatest mission potential.
North America as of 2017 received 58 million
people on the move but sent out 5 million. About
25 million people come to Africa, but many are
going out of Africa, 38 million. This is important
because Africa is about half Christian, about 45%
Christian. If half of them are Christians whose food
is to do the mission of God, then, that is a potential
19 million mission workforce to the nations by
way of sending. Christians should be envisioned
and empowered to do the will of God. If Africa is
receiving 25 million people, that is a huge field of
souls.
Mission is about two nations; it is not
unidirectional.
Ghana to the nations is not only leaving Ghana
with the gospel but also receiving the nations into
Ghana and sharing the gospel. Throughout the
Bible, we see mission in those two forms. There is
a centrifugal force, which is from the center going
out like Naomi leaving Israel and going to Moab
with her family or centripetal from the peripheries
to the center. Ruth, saying to Naomi, your God will
be my God, your people will be my people, and
then moving from the periphery to God's people in
Jerusalem. The mission is going to and receiving.
However, many of us have a mindset that Mission
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is going and we are missing the opportunity. God
has given us international students and experts
from around the world for us to bless them with
the gospel.
There are 5 million international students in the
world and 10% of them are Africans - that is
500,000. If half of them are Christians, that will
be 250,000 young, energetic, passionate, smart,
and skillful people who could be envisioned and
empowered to be missionaries for the work of God.
These are the days that Daniel spoke about. Maybe
we will go here and there to increase the knowledge
of many. Most of our international students come
from the countries in the 10/40 window, and we
can reach them with the gospel.
Have we equipped the church in Ghana with a
theology of hospitality and hospitality as a valid
and authentic mission strategy, mission practice,
and mission tool?
What are the things that are blinding us from
seeing the mission of God from the text in John 4.
They came and said, you must have food. Jesus said
I have food to eat that you know not. My food is to
do the will of God. Many marketplace people have
their lives filled with consumables and many young
people are not even thinking of mission because of
this consumerist culture. May God call the apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers, and
shepherds in this age to get them off this road of
consumerism and direct them to the mission of
God.
Some are not seeing the mission of God because
of cultural reasons. It could be ethnic culture or
corporate culture or it could be a church culture.
One of the challenges with Ghana is that Ghanaians
go to the nations and only reach other Ghanaians.
We need to shift our mindset from thinking of a
missionary as somebody who has raised support.
We have to look at those potential missionaries and
missional students, missional engineers, missional
architects, among others. Every Christian’s concept
of missions has to change.
We have looked at the word go as the main thrust

of Matthew 28. That paradigm has to shift, the
imperative in Matthew 28 is not going, it is making
disciples. The verse is, as you go throughout
the world minding your business, doing your
marketplace stuff, make disciples. Dallas Willard's
translation puts it like this, ‘He says, as you go
through all the world, make apprentices for me
from all kinds of people, marketplace people, and
young people and immerse them in the Trinitarian
reality and teach them to do everything I have
commanded you. ’It is not going; it is making
disciples.
Another paradigm that has to change is from Acts
1:8. Many have thought that the great commission
is sequential, we finish Jerusalem, we go to Judea,
Samaria, and the uttermost part of the earth. Some
people will say Ghana still have 19 unreached
people groups, why should we go to the nations?
We have to go because the word means, do Ghana,
do Africa, do everywhere. May God shift this
paradigm as well.
Now that COVID-19 has transformed our world
and transformed our lives, a lot of mission is online
and without borders. We have been called to reach
the nations.
How do we mobilize the marketplace and young
ones to make God's mission their mission?
• AWARENESS. People are not even aware of
the mission of God. They are not aware of a
missionary God. They don’t know that the
world in which they are have 3 billion people
that have still not heard the gospel. They are not
even aware of themselves, that God has called
them to be missional. We need to raise the
awareness level.
• ACCEPTANCE. We pray that when people
become aware of the mission of God, they
will accept God's invitation to join Him
because fundamentally it is not our mission.
Our mission is our committed participation
and engagement. It is not about engaging an
organization, engaging GEMA, SIM, no! It is
engaging the missionary, God.
• ENGAGE. If people encounter the missionary
God, everything will change. Mission has lost
its ultimate ground and cannot be sustained.
We have to get marketplace people and young
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people not to engage in the idea of mission
and fall in love with the idea of doing Ghana to
the nations but to fall in love and to dance, to
get into fellowship with the Father, Son, Spirit
so that the love and resonance will make God
thrust them into his mission.
• PRAY. Encourage people to pray. They can
intercede, use prayer tools, or pray silently but
consistently. When we are diligent and faithful
in prayer, the Lord of the harvest works.
• TALK MISSION at Family Altar. Families are
encouraged to talk about missions during their
prayer times. Children are never young to be
exposed to mission. The best time is to engage
them when they are young so that they can
develop a passion for mission no matter the
career path they choose.
• SHIFT PARADIGM to Missional. God has
called us all to be missional. The whole church
must be exposed to mission and go everywhere
with the posture of involving in missional
activities.
• BUILD CAPACITY. Get resources and get
trained.
• HOST 'The Other'. Be hospitable and use that
as a point to spread the Good News.
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• ENCOURAGE. Inspire Missionaries and
Mission Organizations through prayers, kind
words
• GIVE
• GO
• MOBILIZE!

Dr. Yaw Perbi currently serves as President of
the International Student
Ministries of Canada and
also as the Global CEO of The
HuD Group. A medical doctor
by training, he practiced
in Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire
before making Canada his
Base. Yaw is passionate
about missions and is a
sought after speaker at
many international missions
conferences. A prolific writer
of 15 books including the highly recommended
“Thinking Outside the Window”, he is known to write
boldly from a biblical worldview on trending global
issues. Yaw is married to Anyele and they are blessed
with five wonderful kids. https://yawperbi.com/

This article is an excerpt of his presentation
at GEMAFEST 2020 with the heading “The
Market Place and the Young Ones.
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SIMPLE WAYS PASTORS CAN MOBILIZE
THEIR CHURCHES FOR MISSIONS
Ray Mensah

“As goes the pulpit, so goes the church”. This popular
saying resonates with me very much. Dr. Michael
Youssef also puts it this way, “As goes the pulpit, so
goes the pew. As goes the pew, so goes the nation”. The
huge responsibility of the precious men and women
who stand behind the pulpits week after week to
preach and teach cannot be over-emphasized. Their
influence is great and can be used for good or bad or
something in-between.
The scriptures make it clear that church leaders are
“to equip his people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach
unity in the faith and the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:1213). Our good friend, Dr. Yaw Perbi, observed at
the recent GEMAFEST Conference that the Clergy
which forms about “1% of the church” must surely
equip the remaining 99% to do the work of ministry
and fulfill the Great Commission. In this regard, the
church must be equipped by the leaders to engage
the marketplace and make disciples as a matter of
urgency.
Though I am serving currently as the Director of
a mission agency and involved heavily in mission
mobilization, by the Grace of God, I have had the
privilege of pastoring churches in Ghana, Botswana,
and Namibia over the years and can attest to the fact
that Pastors are game Changers when it comes to
the direction a church takes and the passion of its
members.
Research by the Barna Group revealed that 51%
of Church goers surveyed did not know about the
Great Commission[i]. Who is to be blamed for such
a blunder. Your guess is as good as mine.
In essence, I would say discipleship is mobilization.
I believe strongly that if church members are
truly discipled, missions become second nature.

Discipleship is thus a key to seeing a whole church
activated and mobilized for missions. A discipled
believer becomes a disciple-maker who makes
other disciples who also make other disciples (2
Timothy2:2). Church leaders are to be catalyst for
discipleship in the church. It should not be seen
as a short, convert class that integrates people into
the church system but rather be a life-long teaching
and modelling of Christ-like life. The effectiveness
of making disciples is seen in the obedience of
the disciple-maker to the character and ministry
of Jesus. If disciple makers themselves are not
involved in missions, they cannot influence others
to get involved – thus the content and structure
of the discipleship program is very important in
mobilizing the church for missions.
Prof David Kpobi, a leading Ghanaian Missiologist
based at the Trinity Theological Seminary, noted
recently that “…God is the owner and source
of mission. The concept of Missio Dei seeks to
emphasize this and to give God his place as the
initiator of mission.”[ii] He further posited that the
church is not the sender but God is. The Church is
basically the Body that is sent. Every member of the
Church is thus sent with no exception. Sent by God
to make disciples. [iii] This is the reality I pray we
begin to see in the Church in Africa and that is the
basis of this article.
In this article, I humbly seek to suggest very simple
and practical ways a local church pastor can fully
engage all his church members to be actively
involved in the Great Commission. Having them
personally involved in world evangelization in one
way or the other. This is possible. With God, all
things are possible. There are a few great examples
of this happening and it is our heartfelt and fervent
prayer that we will see this occur on a very large
scale across Ghana, Africa and beyond.
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Preaching: Consistent Preaching & Teaching
on the Great Commission
Many times Pastors invite me to their churches
once a year to speak on evangelism/missions. They,
however, do not always see the effect and impact
they expected to see from their members as a result
of that one-time preaching. I have been saying to
many of them over and over again that it won’t work
out if they preach on all other things they consider
important throughout the year and leave this most
important commission to a Guest Preacher they
invite over once a year. The pulpit is responsible if
a church is not mission-minded. I thus encourage
pastors to teach on Missions, Evangelism,
Discipleship, Disciple-making, and all aspects of the
Great Commission several times a year.
The Church members have to understand the
biblical basis for mission (also known as the theology
of missions). “Mission is not something the Bible
merely speaks about—mission is what the Bible is
about”[iv] says the Traveling Team. They add that “It
is the context that provides the backbone for God’s
story and our story. Since creation, God has been
interested in redeeming all peoples to Himself ”[v].
Nina Gunter once said, “If you take missions out
of the Bible, you won't have anything left but the
covers.” That is an interesting observation but it is
very true. Missions is not just in the New Testament,
with Great Commission Scriptures like Matthew
28:18-20 which says ‘Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations…” Missions is truly what
the Bible is about. Arthur Glasser who was a Fuller
Seminary Professor also posited
“only if the church understands the full biblical
revelation of God concerning the mission
of God’s people, stimulated by confronting
Scripture with today’s questions, will they
be responsibly challenged to offer to God the
devotion of heart, strength, time, and resources
essential to its completion. This means listening
to the Old Testament witness as well as to the
New Testament...”[vi]
Mobilizing Christians has been a herculean task
because Christians have not understood the
biblical basis of missions and have not grasped the
simple truth that the Bible is a missionary book.
It is therefore the role of the pastor to teach his
congregation until they grasp that understanding.
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Sometime in 2019, I was invited to speak and teach on
missions at a large church in Accra. It was supposed
to be on a Wednesday and Thursday. As in most
cases, I expected a very low turnout. Evangelism
and missions are not topics that excite the average
church member today as such they will not attend
such meetings or training. However, when I got to
the church, I realized there were about 500+ people
present. I found out that night that the Lord had
convicted the Senior Pastor of how he had drifted
from the mandate of the church and how he was
to teach the Church about the Great Commission
consistently. He did that and later on felt he needed
someone who had more experience and knowledge
in missions to come to teach the church also. That is
why I was invited. That night, my conviction that the
pulpit is responsible for the general lack of interest
in missions that we see across Ghana, Africa, and
beyond was confirmed. The people will eventually
believe and understand what the pastor emphasizes
over and over again.
• Prayer
“Just a word of warning. Passionate prayers not only
change the world; they have a way of transforming
the people who pray… God’s goal is to recruit every
one of us for his search and rescue team.” said
Debbie Meroff. Certainly, one of the fastest ways for
a pastor to get his church involved in world missions
is to get them praying for mission-related issues and
for the nations. Dick Eastman observed that “in no
other way can the believer become as fully involved
with God’s work, especially the work of world
evangelism, as in intercessory prayer.”
My good friend Pastor Derek Amoo-Sakyi loves
quoting his mentor who believed that the essence
of “prayer is not to pray for the work. Prayer is
the work”. Prayer is the work! Very profound and
thought provoking statement. Prayer is the best
strategy for world evangelization. Matthew 9:3538 says it all. “...The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest.” Churches that pray for missions are
advancing the Great Commission more than they
realize. A. B. Simpson, the founder of The Christian
and Missionary Alliance noted that “Prayer is the
mighty engine that is to move the missionary work.”
And Wesley Duel also believed that “we can reach
our world, if we will. The greatest lack today is not
people or funds. The greatest need is prayer.”
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Ghanaians love to pray. Africans love to pray.
Prayer is thus one of the first and one of the
greatest contribution we can make towards
world evangelization.
The story is told of a British medical missionary
couple who served in Kumasi, Ghana, and started
mission prayer meetings at the Living Waters
Assemblies of God Church. They dubbed it “The
hour that changes the World”. They would ask the
participants to pray for unreached people groups,
missionaries, nations, lost people, and also the news
as it related to missions etc. They prayed for just
one hour on Tuesday nights. All the people who
were part of that prayer meeting are all today in
missions or fulltime ministry and that includes Rev
Ben Owusu-Sekyere who co-founded a missions
organization called the King's Village and Pastor
Derek Amoo-Sakyi who is the Prayer Director
of GEMA and also pastor of the Good Shepherd
Assemblies of God Church.
I thus encourage you dear pastor to start today.
GEMA, as part of its VISION 2040, hopes to see
30,000 churches in Ghana start mission prayer
meetings. There are resources available to help you
on this journey. (Please check the Appendix).
• All Departments of the Church must align–
Every single member
Once a church becomes missional, every
department in the church must align with the Great
Commission's vision. The men, women, youth,
children, music, protocol, and all other departments
must be in sync with the heart of the Father. It takes
a pastor to get this to become reality.
• Training: Missions
Training Courses

Mobilization

and

Several good mission mobilization courses can help
you activate and equip your church for missions.
These courses will also help equip your members for
- Market Place missions
- Lifestyle- Help them make Evangelism and
Disciple-making a daily Lifestyle
- Welcoming – equip them to reach out to the
nationals of the various countries who are in
your city and country.
- Giving – challenge the to radically give their

resources for the cause of the Great Commission
See the appendix for information on some of
these available courses.
• Short Term missions
Short-term mission trips are also one of the effective
ways of getting your church members activated for
missions. Many of the mission agencies in Ghana
do embark on short term missions. Do check the
Directory for a possible partner in this regard.
• Long Term Workers
Long Term workers can emerge from those who go
on short-term missions and also through the prayer
meetings, the training and in many other ways. The
church should develop its capacity to be able to send
missionaries. Many times they can partner with a
mission agency to do that where needed. Apart
from praying, the church can support individuals or
teams with financial and other logistics.
• The Missions Month and International
Missions Day Celebrations
Though we advocate for a missional lifestyle where
every day is a missional and disciple-making day,
I believe it is still good to have a month each year
devoted to missions.
The International Missions Day Celebrations
(whatever you choose to call it) is a Sunday during
your mission month where for example church
members dress in clothes of other cultures, cook
various ethnic dishes, and there is a missionary as
guest speaker. There are mission exhibitions and
testimonies or videos shared. That is one of the
strategies World Thrust encourages and that is one
of the ways to get the whole church excited about
missions.
The above simple ways are not exhaustive but are
to help you to get started. It starts from having the
understanding as stated at the beginning of the
article that the whole church has been sent by God
as such, we can do nothing but to align with His
eternal purposes and then begin to take the steps of
activating all our church members for that cause –
the greatest cause on earth.
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Appendix
Prayer resources
- Operation World – https://www.operationworld.org
Download the Operation World app on Google Play store or the apple Store. You can also
buy the book “Operation World” book from a
Christian store near you or order it online.
- Joshua Project (Unreached of the Day) https://joshuaproject.net
Download the Joshua Project app on Google
Play store or the apple Store. You can also download the prayer card at https://joshuaproject.net/
pray/cards.
- Prayercast – www.prayercast.com
Download the prayercast videos for free from
the above site and use it during your church services and at other prayer meetings.
- International Mission Board - https://www.
peoplegroups.org/
- Ethnologue - https://www.ethnologue.com/

There are also many other prayer resources
available that you can find online or in your
community.
Mobilization resources
- The Kairos Course
Contact: Daniel Hyde Appiah
- The Perspectives Course
Contact: Daniel Hyde Appiah
- World Thrust Seminars
Contact: Ray Mensah
- Global Mission Mobilization Initiative
(GMMI), Great Commission Seminars
Contact: Abraham Narh
- Discipling Market Place Leaders
Contact: Derek Amoo-Sakyi
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You can reach all of these contact persons through
the GEMA office – gemaghana@gmail.com or
+233-24 639 1921

References:
[i] Barna. (March 27, 2018) “51% of Churchgoers
Don’t Know of the Great Commission”. Retrieved
from:
https://www.barna.com/research/halfchurchgoers-not-heard-great-commission/
[ii] Kpobi, D, (2020), “The Churches, Mission
Agencies And Theological Institutions: A Triangular
Partnership To Reach Ghana And Beyond For
Christ”. Paper delivered at GEMAFEST 2020
[iii] ibid
[iv] The Traveling Team. n.d .Biblical Foundation:
The Bible as a missions story. Accessed from http://
www.thetravelingteam.org/articles/the-bible-as-amissions-story
[v] The Traveling Team. n.d .Biblical Foundation:
The Bible as a missions story. Accessed from http://
www.thetravelingteam.org/articles/the-bible-as-amissions-story.
[vi] Glasser, A., & Engen, C. (2003). Announcing
the Kingdom: The story of God’s mission in the
Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.

Ray Mensah is the Director of OneWay Africa and also
serves as the President of the
Ghana Evangelical Missions
Association (GEMA). A prolific
writer, he is the editor of the
Ghana Missions Handbook
and is passionately involved
in
missions mobilization
at various Universities and
Churches and believes the
Lord of the Harvest will surely
raise a new breed of missional
Christians and missionaries in Ghana and across
Africa and beyond. He is married to Cynthia and they
have been blessed with two children.

TAE - LIGHT THE
WORLD MISSIONS
130

Ghana Missions Handbook – Past. Present. Future.

TAE: Trans-Atlantic Environmental

We do what we do because we believe God has sent us to
give Light to the hinterlands of Ghana and share the Light of
the World. It is our way of giving back.
MISSION: To inspire hope and individual achievements
through education and the gospel.
VISION: Our vision is to provide solar lights to every
community that has no access to electricity, provide ageappropriate books and supplies to young boys and girls,
support women and children in our local region and abroad,
and motivate personal growth in the community.

OUR PURPOSE To help reduce the negative effects of the
use of kerosene lanterns in rural communities in Ghana,
share the Light of the Gospel and promote education and
self development.
WHO WE SERVE Poor villagers in rural communities in
Ghana with limited or no electricity. They use kerosene
lanterns as their main source of light. Kerosene lanterns
produce fumes and dangerous gases that cause respiratory
diseases in these communities.

It is both an honor and privilege to serve our brothers and sisters in the rural communities in Ghana over the last 9 nine years. What has been
the most significant driver of my passion for rural ministries has been the unquestionable message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord and
the concept of Ubuntu: the spirit of human generosity for the well being of others. We inspire hope and individual achievements through
education and the gospel by providing solar lights to every community that has no access to electricity. We also provide age-appropriate books
and supplies to young boys and girls, support women and children in our local region and abroad, and motivate personal growth in the
community.
As we look across our nation, I see many women and children who have been displaced by life's circumstances and abuse. The same is true
for many rural communities in Ghana where basic amenities for women and children are almost non-existent: No electricity for kids to study
and no portable drinking water! These things break my heart. It is very difficult for me to sit back and do nothing. Making a difference where
I was born (Ghana) gives Light the World Missions an opportunity to be the light in someone's life! The solar lights we donate has been life
changers for many in these communities. We have been privileged to serve several rural communities including Kuntu-Saltpond, Mpraeso
Amanfrom, Okosso, Logba Teta, Logba Abemeye, Logba Dufi, Mensakrom, Akorkorme-Kperti, Ayahoklay, and most recently Awadiokome, to
name a few. In all of these places, we have seen lives being changed and hope brought alive as the name of Jesus is preached.
I know there are thousands of villages yet to be served and we are poised to carry the message of Salvation to as many villages as possible.
As our Lord Jesus said, the harvest field is huge but the workers are few. I encourage you to come and experience what the Lord is doing in
Light the World Missions for rural communities all over Ghana. It is exciting times and the greater things are yet to come as we seek to all
ourselves to be useful vessels in the hand of our Lord Jesus Christ. Visit our website and share your story with us!

NAME: DR. KWAME ACQUAAH - PRESIDENT: TAE LIGHT THE WORLD MISSIONS
EMAIL: KWAME@KWAMEACQUAAH.COM
WEBSITE: WWW.TAENVIRONMENTAL.ORG

